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On 18 June 2020, the Ministry of Agriculture, Regional 
Development and Environment (MARDE) organised a video 
conference of the External Assistance Coordination Council 
with a focus on Integrated Water Resources Management. 
EUWI+ progress and achievements plus the work plan to 
the end of 2020 were presented at this meeting. 

In Q2 2020, the Government of Moldova finalised 
consultations on, and consideration of, the draft of the 
updated national Water Supply and Sanitation (WSS) 
Strategy to 2030 and associated mid-term Action Plan on 
implementing the Strategy in 2020-24 - both documents 
were developed with EUWI+ support. On 1 July 2020, by 
Resolution # 442 the Government approved the package.

In support of MARDE’s ambitions regarding economic 
reforms in the environmental sector, a study on the use of 
economic instruments for managing water resources and 
infrastructure systems, including monetary compensation 
for damage to water resources and bodies, was completed 
and sent to national stakeholders for consultation. Training 
materials on economic instruments for water resources 
management were developed with a view to collaborating 
with local training institutions to pilot test the materials.

The revision of the National Programme on implementation 
of the Protocol on Water and Health was finalised in Q2. The 
draft revisions of the National Programme were reviewed, 
with an expert meeting taking place virtually on 18 June 
2020. 

In June 2020, a draft Code of Practice, which will introduce 
permanent new norms for design and construction of small-
scale potable water supply systems, was submitted to the 
Ministry of Economy and Infrastructure for consideration 
and eventual approval. As a follow-up activity, drafting a 
concept for new norms for small-scale sanitation systems, 
including centralised (piped) and on-site sanitation, began 
in Q2. These new norms have potential to significantly 
increase cost-efficiency of provision of water supply and 
sanitation to small communities.

The EU MS Consortium leader and State Secretary 
Dorin Andros (MARDE) discussed Result 2 progress via a 
video meeting on 17 June. In addition to good progress 
with the Danube-Prut RBMP preparation, the call also 
discussed commitments to support capacity building at 
the  Environment Agency with regards to progressing new 
laboratory accreditation and increasing the numbers of 
competent staff. 
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With the Hydrogeological Expedition of Moldova, EUWI+ 
started to prepare the required documents for expanding 
the groundwater monitoring network in three groundwater 
bodies of the Danube-Prut and Black Sea river basin district.

Discussions on ISO-17025 accreditation for the reference 
laboratory of the Environmental Agency of Moldova (EAM) 
took place during May 2020, with several online meetings 
and webinars held to prioritise objectives under EUWI+.

A series of webinars took place concerning implementation 
of the draft Master Plan for Water Supply and Sanitation for 
the Nirnova River Basin. Progress in the implementation 
of domestic water management was identified as a major 
issue in the RBMP. As a high number of small municipalities 
can be a major handicap to manage complex projects, 
EUWI+ is working in cooperation with the project on inter-
municipal governance, implemented by Solidarity Water 
Europe from France, that drives the creation of a “mayor’s 
association”, joining the effort of the 18 municipalities of 
the sub-basin. 

On 29 June, on the occasion of the Danube Day, the second 
round of consultation was launched on the programme 
of measures for the Danube-Prut and Black Sea river 
basin district, following an intensive series of preparatory 
webinar. The programme of measures is part of the River 
Basin Management Plans (RBMP) developed within EUWI+. 
It defines objectives to improve water quality and quantity 
and the timeline for their achievement. The RBMP consists 
of the thematic summary and 8 technical reports, which 
can be downloaded on the EUWI+ and beneficiary (Apele 
Moldovei) websites together with the online questionnaire 
to provide feedback during the 2 months consultation 
period. In parallel, an information campaign was launched: 
a video “rivers of Moldova” was broadcast on Moldovan 
media (Ziarulnational, Diez, Agora) and a series of quizzes 
on the river basin was published on the EUWI+ Facebook 
page from May. 

http://eiec.gov.ge/News/Press-Releases/%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%AC%E1%83%A7%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%90%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98%E1%83%95%E1%83%90-%E1%83%9E%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A1%E2%80%9D-(EUWI-)-%E1%83%9E%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%94%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A2.aspx
http://eiec.gov.ge/News/Press-Releases/%E1%83%94%E1%83%95%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%99%E1%83%90%E1%83%95%E1%83%A8%E1%83%98%E1%83%A0%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%AC%E1%83%A7%E1%83%9A%E1%83%98%E1%83%A1-%E1%83%98%E1%83%9C%E1%83%98%E1%83%AA%E1%83%98%E1%83%90%E1%83%A2%E1%83%98%E1%83%95%E1%83%90-%E1%83%9E%E1%83%9A%E1%83%A3%E1%83%A1%E2%80%9D-(EUWI-)-%E1%83%9E%E1%83%A0%E1%83%9D%E1%83%94%E1%83%A5%E1%83%A2.aspx
https://www.euwipluseast.eu/en/partner-republic-moldova/republic-of-moldova-activities/iwrm-actor-6
https://www.euwipluseast.eu/en/partner-republic-moldova/republic-of-moldova-activities/public-consultation-6
http://www.apelemoldovei.gov.md/libview.php?l=ro&idc=108&id=1157
http://www.apelemoldovei.gov.md/libview.php?l=ro&idc=108&id=1157
https://www.facebook.com/euwiplus/videos/vb.227801457980652/3386528188046709/?type=2&theater
https://www.facebook.com/pg/CentrulNationaldeMediu/photos/?tab=album&album_id=3189550357751224&__tn__=-UC-R


A national consultation meeting on the Protocol 
on Water and Health and equitable access and 
stakeholder consultation meeting on the revised 
national programme is scheduled for Q3. An expert 
meeting on implementation of the Water and Health 
Protocol is also planned. 

The revision of the National Programme on 
implementation of the Protocol on Water and Health 
will be submitted to the State Chancellery for adoption 
by the Government in September 2020, following the 
finalisation of public consultations.

Two online expert meetings are scheduled for July-
August 2020. These meetings will consider the 
situation with sludge treatment in Moldova and the 
use of economic instruments for water management. 
The latter event will help collect final comments on 
a draft report and draft training materials concerning 
economic instruments.

Early in Q3, EUWI+ will do a webinar on Investigative 
Monitoring and prepare with responsible institutions 
its application in Q4 in a test region. Other work up 
the end of Q3 will feature a surface water training 
video and optional webinar on second biological 
quality element: phytobenthos (diatoms) as well as 
the finalization of the Monitoring Development Plan 
and of the Ecological Status Classification System 
based on the BQE of benthic invertebrates.

EUWI+ will support MARDE’s efforts for the 
consultation and integration of the Moldovan Code 
of Good Agricultural Practices into the national 
regulation.

The Environment Agency is anticipating delivery, 
installation and training of the last large laboratory 
equipment, including the gas chromatograph. 
Analytical method trainings with new laboratory 
equipment at EAM Reference laboratory in Chisinau 
are planned start during Q3, as soon as the pandemic 
situation allows.
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In order to improve GW monitoring network in the 
Danube-Prut and Black Sea River district and in 
coordination with the beneficiary Agency of Geology 
and Mineral Resources, several new monitoring wells 
are foreseen to be designed and drilled in autumn 
with preparation to be concluded in Q3.

In Q3, efforts will go on to collect remarks and opinion 
on the Draft RBMP for the Danube-Prut and Black Sea 
River district to be implemented from 2022 to 2027. In 
addition, support will be initiated for moving towards 
an e-RBMP in Moldova, including the development of 
basin and water bodies passports.

In Q3, the procurement of small laboratory equipment 
and laboratory consumables will be finalised, subject 
to restrictions due to COVID-19. EUWI+ will also 
further continue efforts to finalise the delivery and 
installation of and the required training on two larger 
pieces of laboratory equipment.

Exchanges will take place to drive the development of 
the Water Supply and Sanitation Master Plan for the 
Nirnova Basin. A workshop for a first presentation of 
the diagnostic is planned on 22 September. 

Regarding improvements to data management, it 
is planned to progress with the signing of a Letter 
of Agreement and procurement document for the 
acquisition of a new server for the Agency “Apele 
Moldovei” for installing a web data management 
platform as a step toward a shared Water Information 
System.


